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The BAPTISM of the LORD     Year C           8th/9th January, 2022 

Reflection from The Living Word  

Illustration  

On the east coast of Scotland, in the River Forth, they do it on New 

Year’s Day. It’s typically bitterly cold. At Varanasi, on the river 

Ganges in India, the climate is much kinder to participants; people 

do it all year round. In some exotic holiday places, people do it 

from cliffs. The common theme is diving into water. It’s not to 

everyone’s taste, but in each of the places where it happens, those 

who take part find the experience invigorating. Not everyone 

agrees, however - I fact, it’s probably safe to say that most people 

think the practice is utter madness. 

There is clearly a feeling of comfort and satisfaction in being 

immersed in something, especially if we are feeling insecure. To be 

wrapped in warmth, or the company of those close to us, is 

reassuring. The same can be true in water - as long as you can 

swim of course. 

Immersion as part of rituals is commonplace and plays a part in 

many religious practices - Christian immersion practices in 

particular, when they usually go under the name of baptism. In fact 

the word “baptism” comes from the Greek word for immersion. 

Gospel Teaching  

We often associate baptism with John the Baptist. And it’s true 

that baptism only appears in the gospels at the beginning of Jesus’ 

ministry, although there are also references to people being 

baptised in the Acts of the Apostles. 

Baptism as ritual was used by various communities, the best know 

being the Essenes who lived in the mountain caves near the Dead 

Sea. This community produced a large number of scrolls, known to 

us today as the practice of baptism - the immersion in water was a 

symbol for immersing themselves in a new way of living. John the 

Baptist may have belonged to the Essenes at one point, which 

might help explain his appearance, although that is usually 

attributed to him emulating the prophet Elijah. John famously 

encouraged people to immerse themselves in water. This is often 

described as a spiritual cleansing, but there is much more to it than 

that. John’s baptism was a baptism of repentance. 

 Application 

Today we think of “repentance” as feeling sorrowful - a change of 

heart. This is because we in the West think of the heart as the seat 

of emotions in humans; therefore a change of heart means a 

change of the way we feel - sorrow, the need to change our ways. 

This, however, would not have occurred to the people of the 

Middle East in Jesus’ time. For them a change of heart meant a 

change of thinking. John’s repentance, then, was about inviting 

people not to be sorrowful, but to announce a change in their own 

lives. It is at this point that Jesus begins his ministry and the 

kingdom of heaven is inaugurated. It is because of these two 

events that Jesus can announce the Good News: the kingdom of 

God is at hand. 

So far, so good, but we are not finished yet. When Jesus comes out 

of the water, a voice proclaims, “You are my Son, the Beloved; my 

favour rests on you.” And the Spirit descends in the form of a dove. 

If we think about this for a moment, we can see how remarkable 

the event is: in the Gospels we seldom hear the Father’s voice; it’s 

Jesus who is the voice of God - and we never see the Holy Spirit. 

This, therefore, is the only time when we have perception through 

human senses of the Trinity; the voice of God the Father; the taking 

of visible form by the Holy Spirit - usually spirits are invisible - and, 

of course, the Son of god, the Word of god in human form, is Jesus 

himself. 

What a commitment this is: God - Father, Son and Spirit - entering 

the world of humans in a way that humans can perceive. The River 

Jordan is, therefore, the interface between the two worlds, and 

Jesus immersed in the Jordan is the point of contact between 

heaven and earth, divinity and humanity. This action of the Trinity 

is a commitment to humanity. Jesus’ immersion in water is 

symbolic of God’s immersion in humanity. Jesus’ immersion in 

water is also symbolic of our immersion in god. It’s a truly unique 

moment in human history.  

WELCOME FR STANLEY 
 

Kingaroy Nanango Catholic Parishes - (Kingaroy, Kumbia, Nanango, Yarraman, 
Blackbutt and Cooyar) welcome you. Our faith communities look forward to your 
ministry and journey with us, bringing Christ’s word to fulfil the hearts of each and 
everyone of us. 
We pray the Lord will bless us all as we journey together.  

Our Parishes acknowledge the Traditional Custodians of the Land on which we stand, the Wakka Wakka people and pay our respects to the elders past, present and 
emerging. 



The BAPTISM of the LORD (YEAR C)  

First Reading:   Isaiah 40:1-5, 9-11 
Responsorial Psalm:  Oh, bless the Lord, my soul!  
Second Reading:  Titus 2:11-14, 3:4-7 
Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia, alleluia! 
    John said: He who is to come is mightier 
    than I; he will baptise you with the Holy 
    Spirit and with fire. 
    Alleluia!  
Gospel:    Luke 3:15 - 16, 21-22  

REFLECTION by Fr Michael Tate  

Jesus’ Baptism is Ours 

What did it mean for Jesus to come up out of the waters of the Jordan to 
experience the special presence of the Holy Spirit as though it were a 
dove, gently hovering over him? As a Jew, he would have been reminded 
both of the Divine Wind hovering over the void-become-creation, and of 
the dove bearing an olive twig as God restored humanity’s life on earth 
after the Flood. The Holy Spirit was empowering Him for a re-creative 
role on behalf of humanity. 
 
His second experience was to sense God’s delight and joy sounding, 
reverberating through every fibre of his body, every reach of his soul: 
‘You are my beloved Son, my favour rests on you.’  

Any baby, any adolescent, any adult who is baptised shares in these 
wonderful experiences. The dynamic power of the Holy Spirit hovers over 
the person as a gentle presence, preparing the one baptised for a 
mission on behalf of humanity. And every baptised person senses, below 
the range of hearing, the echo of the same marvellous words: “You are 
my beloved son or daughter, my favour rests on you.”  

Is it any wonder that Our Lord adopted this water rite to incorporate his 
followers into such wonderful experiences as a power-full impetus to 
fulfil their mission to cooperate in God’s saving plan for humanity? 

We could take a moment to pray in gratitude for the parent/s or other 
person/s who brought us into this tradition stretching over almost two 
millennia. May they be filled with all that flows from their being beloved 
sons and daughters of God.  
© Fr Michael Tate; mtate@bigpond.com 
Rev Prof Michael Tate graduated in Law from the University of Tasmania in 1968, and in 
Theology from Oxford University in 1971. He lectured at the University of Tasmania 
from 1972-78, being Dean of the Faculty of Law in 1977-78. He was a Senator for 
Tasmania from 1978-93, being Federal Minister for Justice from 1987-93. He served as 
Ambassador to The Hague and the Holy See from 1993-96. He then returned to 
Australia and was ordained in May 2000 and has been a parish priest in the Archdiocese 
of Hobart since then. He is an Honorary Professor of Law at the University of Tasmania 
where he lectures in International Humanitarian Law.  

1st WEEK in ORDINARY TIME - (Yr C) 

Tuesday 11th January,  Kingaroy 5.30 (Mass)  
Thursday 12th January,  Yarraman 9am (Mass) 
    Kumbia 5.30 (Mass)  
Friday 14th January,  Kingaroy 9am (Mass)  
    Nanango 12pm (Mass) 
***************************************************
2nd SUNDAY in ORDINARY TIME - (Yr C) 

Friday, 14th January,  Cooyar 6pm (Vigil)  
Saturday, 15th January,  Blackbutt 5pm (Vigil)  
Sunday, 16th January,  Kumbia 8am (Liturgy)  
    Nanango 8am (Mass) 
    Kingaroy 10am (Mass)  
    Kingaroy 5pm (Mass)  

Queensland Health—Updates 2 January 2022 From 1am AEST Sunday 2 January masks must be worn indoors 

everywhere in Queensland, except in your own home or accommodation, and where it is unsafe, such as while doing 

strenuous exercise. This includes: all indoor workplaces public transport and rideshare supermarkets and retail shops 

hospitality venues including pubs, clubs and cafes cinemas and theatres indoor stadium, sports arena or sports centre 

gyms and sport activities vulnerable settings like hospitals and aged care schools, childcare and other education facilities 

airports and on planes You do not need to wear a mask outdoors if you can remain 1.5 metres away from others that are 

not members of your household. Children under 12 years and people affected by a medical condition or disability do not 

lawfully have to wear a face mask .  

CORONAVIRUS HELPLINE:  If you need information about COVID-19 OR COVID-19 vaccines, call the helpline on 1800 020 080 - open 24 

hours, 7 days.  

PARISH PRAYERS FOR THIS WEEK  

Recently Deceased: Joyce Nolan  

Death Anniversaries: (1st January to 15th January)  

Pearl Pollock, Gaston Douillard, Pat Andrewartha, Ivy Alexander, Mary 

Cooley, Cliff Hauritz, Paul Douillard, Dennis Andrewartha, Hendricus 

Terblanche, Eileen Alcorn, Sheillah Renwood, Daniel Carroll, Auguste 

Durand, Keith Smith, Alexander "Flick Robertson, Edward Carroll, Jean 

Lenihan.  

Prayers for the sick: 

OLHC Parish - Pat Langan, Aileen Langan, Amelia Cole, Lorraine Ryan, 

Maureen Mangan, Patricia Moucka, Pauline Giles, Joan Cronin, Norma 

Rees, Helen Cronin, Eileen Kelly.  

St Mary's Parish - Pam Sokoll, Denise Mann, Liz Mamczur, Ellie Spicer, Joe 

Smoothy, Judy Stanton, Jo Saunders, Maureen Taylor, Kevin McArdle, 

Sylvia McArdle, Nick Groer, Michael Carroll, Teresa O’Sullivan, Norm 

Tones.  

DATE CLAIMER:  
OLHC NANANGO Farewell Morning Tea on SUNDAY 23rd 
JANUARY, 2022 for Richard and Sandra Bowtell-Harris. More 
details to come.  


